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Article Review
Ertz, M., & Boily, É. (2019). The rise of the digital economy: Thoughts on blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies for the collaborative economy. International Journal of Innovation Studies. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijis.2019.12.002
	The research on the article “The rise of the digital economy” by Ertz and Boily was mainly done to show how digital technologies, likeblockchain andcryptocurrencies,have impacted the collaborative economy. Cryptocurrencies are currencies stored in electronic registers and are exchanged based on peer-to-peer exchange and facilitated by principles of cryptography. This approach makes it convenient for consumers to network and exchange assets without knowing each other or through an intermediary. Bitcoin is the most common form of cryptocurrency. The duo defines blockchain as asecure and decentralized transaction database based on decentralized nodes. Blockchain is identified according to their characteristics, including “with or without”and “public or private”(Ertz & Boily, 2019).Collaborative economies are marketplaces where consumers do away with large companies and, instead, rely on each other to meet their needs and wants. The article is mainly concerned with collaboration in the concept of anew socio-economic model. The collaborative economy is also due to its ability to include mutualization and redistribution, which transforms the primary role of consumers by moving them from buyers to service providers or suppliers. With the rise of digital technology (such as Airbnb and Uber),collaborative economies can develop at a rapid pace. 
	The implications of blockchain and cryptocurrencies on the collaborative economy include the development of collaborative consumption as individuals interact at a larger scale. The other impact can be seen through enhanced diffusion of collaborative practices. The rise of digital technology has led to the development of social networking platforms and online payment systems. For instance, blockchain can facilitate the development of shared and distributed economy applications, which can enable individuals to monetize their resources and create value. Maintaining user safety and confidence through digital technologies has also facilitated trust in the collaborative economy. The duo states that “Through blockchain technology, transactions are fully disclosed, reducing uncertainty, insecurity, and ambiguity, without disclosing users’ personal information.”
	The article presents solid reasoning as to how blockchain and cryptocurrencies impact the collaborative economy. The authors use credible sources to give facts and reasons for their explanations throughout the article. The topic discussed by the duo is also relevant in modern-day since it is vital to recognize the impact of technology on economies and the possible future trends. The article, however, seems to be biased since it does not mention the negative effects of cryptocurrencies and blockchain to economies. For instance, the volatile nature of cryptocurrencies makes it unpredictable and risky venture. Lack of scalability in blockchain also undermines it from being a global financial platform.
	Ertz and Boily, through their article, have positively contributed to the field of Data Analytics by analyzing its impact and possible future trends in cryptocurrencies and collaborative economies(Ertz & Boily, 2019).The duo suggests that small scale, local, and socially-oriented economic schemes stand to benefit more from blockchain, and this can allow room for further research by other peers.
	The article has not addressed several critical issues relating to digital currencies and blockchain, including their complex nature and how to create global awareness on their use. Individuals might find it unsafe to deal with just because they do not understand the nitty-gritty associated with it. Uncertainty in the use of digital currencies has also not been addressed by the article since not all countries have legalized its use hence limiting global trade. I agree with the authors that the use of technologies like cryptocurrencies and blockchain positively impacts collaborative economies. The positive aspect can be seen as more buyers can act as suppliers as well and operate from a trusted platform to meet with potential customers for direct and safe trade.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In sum,the article points out how digital technology has positively impacted the economy, and this can be seen through the advancement of technologies like cryptocurrencies and blockchain and how they have impacted collaborative economies. Data analytics and Big Data compliment blockchain technology and transforms them through a secure and constant storage.The article, however, does not point out the negative effects on such technology to the economy hence making it biased to some extent. Future research in the field of data analytics should focus on the impact of blockchain to small-scale economies and how they reap more from it.
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